Leon High School

Summer Reading Assignment 2012

English I

This assignment is required for all incoming 9th graders and is due to your English teacher the first day of school.  

[image: image1.png]


Reading Assignment:  Read 10 essays from the book This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women, edited by Jay Allison and Dan Gediman © 2006. 

Although we encourage you to purchase a new or used copy of the book, the 

required essays are available both in the book and on the website. 

Five of the essays must come from the lists below.  The other five may 

also come from the lists, or you may choose other essays in the book or

on the website at http://thisibelieve.org/search/.

· "In Giving I Connect With Others" by Isabel Allende (p. 13) 

· “Unleashing the Power of Creativity” by Bill Gates (p. 71) 
· "The People Who Love You When No One Else Will" by Cecile Gilmer (p. 75) 
· “The Connection Between Strangers” by Miles Goodwin (p. 81) 
· “Seeing in Beautiful, Precise Pictures” by Temple Grandin (p. 87) 

· "Disrupting My Comfort Zone" by Brian Grazer (p. 90) 

· “In Praise of the Wobblies” by Ted Gup (p. 97) 
· "Our Noble, Essential Decency" by Robert A. Heinlein (p. 119) 

· “Happy Talk” by Oscar Hammerstein (p. 106) 
· "A New Birth of Freedom" by Maximilian Hodder (p. 123) 

· “The Benefits of Restlessness and Jagged Edges” by Kay Redfield Jamison (p. 126) 
· “The Power of Mysteries” by Alan Lightman (p. 147) 
· "The Joy and Enthusiasm of Reading" by Rick Moody (p. 159) 
· “There Is Such a Thing as Truth” by Errol Morris (p. 162) 
· “The Real Consequences of Justice” by Frederic Reamer (p. 188) 
· “Tomorrow Will Be a Better Day” by Josh Rittenburg (p. 194) 
· “Growth That Starts from Thinking” by Eleanor Roosevelt (p. 201) 
· “Jazz Is the Sound of God Laughing” by Colleen Shaddox (p. 214) 
· “The People Have Spoken” by Mark Shields (p. 220) 
· “Testing the Limits of What I Know and Feel” by John Updike (p. 244) 
· “When Ordinary People Achieve Extraordinary Things” by Jody Williams (p. 257) 
Articles available on the website that may be of interest, especially to teenagers are:
· “Accomplishing Big Things In Small Pieces” by William Wissemann
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“Finding the Flexibility to Survive” by Brighton Early

· “Inner Strength from Desperate Times” by Jake Hovenden

· “A Duty to Family, Heritage, and Country” by Ying Ying

· “Kind Gestures” by Maria Jose

· “Everything Happens for a Reason” by Meredyth, from Miami Shores

Now, carefully read the directions about the Writing Assignment 

portion of the Summer Reading Requirement that are on the back of this

page. Then, get started. For your teachers, your work will serve as an 

insight into your writing and reading abilities, so do your best! 

Good Luck!

         Writing Assignment :  Your work must be submitted in a composition notebook, similar to the one pictured on the left. Your entries may be handwritten, or typed and glued, on the appropriate pages. Either way, they should be neat and should show Lion’s pride in your work! To earn full credit for the summer reading assignment, you must complete Parts I, Part II, and Part III.

Composition Book Pages  1 and 2 

Part I: For each of the ten essays you choose to read: write the title, the author’s name, and three to four sentences that offer a summary and brief personal response.  

Composition Book Pages 3, 4, 5 (each paragraph must be on its own page)
Part II: Of the ten essays you read, choose one that is the most like you, one that is the least like you, and the one you think is the most well-written.  For each, write one paragraph explaining your selection and why/how.  (You should end up with three  separate paragraphs, each with a clear topic sentence and specific details from the article and personal connections for support.)

Part III: (not in the Composition Book):  Sometimes personal statements of belief are actually inspired by a belief statement or quotation from someone else.  Select an inspiring quotation to use as the inspiration for your own This I Believe collage. The quotation may be from the list below or from another source. You may even create your own if you wish. 

On a blank 8 ½ x 11 piece of plain or colored paper, copy the quote you find most meaningful and the author. Then, fill the rest of the page with images that support this quote. Your 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper should be colorful, creative, and complete, and it should clearly represent your belief statement.

Ideas for quotations: 
· “The only discipline that lasts is self-discipline.” ~Burn Phillips

· “The more you lose yourself in something bigger than yourself, the more energy you will have.” ~Norman Vincent Peale

· “The greatest thing about man is his ability to transcend himself, his ancestry, and his environment and to become what he dreams of being.” ~Tully C. Knoles

· “The miracle is not to fly in the air, or to walk on the water, but to walk on the earth.”  ~Chinese Proverb

· “The measure of success is not whether you have a tough problem to deal with, but whether it is the same problem you had last year.” ~John Foster Dulles

· “The love we give away is the only love we keep.” ~Elbert Hubbard

· “The life given us by nature is short, but the memory of a life well spent is eternal.” ~Cicero

· “The happiness of your life depends upon the quality of your thoughts . . . take care that you entertain no notion unsuitable to virtue and reasonable nature.” ~Marcus Aurelius

· “The greatest and most important problems in life are all in a certain sense insoluble.  They can never be solved, but only outgrown.” ~Carl Jung

· “The good or ill of a man lies within his own will.” ~Epictetus

· “People of mediocre ability sometimes achieve outstanding success because they don’t know when to quit.  Most men succeed because they are determined to.”  ~George Allen

· “Success in golf depends less on strength of body than upon strength of mind and character.” ~Arnold Palmer

· “If you deliberately plan on being less than you are capable of being, then I warn you that you’ll be unhappy for the rest of your life.” ~Abraham Maslow

· “If you don’t quit, and don’t cheat, and don’t run home when trouble arrives, you can only win.” ~Shelley Long
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Do not procrastinate or you will end up like this guy! 











